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Some methods of enhancing students’ speaking skills in English classes at NIT, Nagano College

—Aiming at improving the students’ practical skills in English communication—

YAMAZAKI Ken’ichi

There have been a lot of discussions about how to improve the students’ English communication skills

in Japan. This paper is a report based on results of some new trial practices conducted in English classes

and on a questionnaire survey made after the classes. Two methods were adopted for the 4th year

students. One was 2-minute speaking, and the other was Talk Show. Both practices were carried out as

pair works. According to the results of the questionnaire survey, the students were motivated by, and
satisfied with the two practices. On the other hand, these trial activities failed to attract half of the

students’ interest in English conversation. These ways of practice seem highly effective, however, there

are some points to be improved.
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Table 5

1. What did you do last weekend?

2. Pick up one person around you and tell me something
about the person.

3. Take one thing out of your bag and tell me something
about that.

4. Tell me something about your favorite smartphone app.

5. Tell me one of your bad habits that you want to break.

6. Have you changed since you were in junior high?

7. What should Kosen students do more?

Table 6

1. What do you want to do after the summer vacation?

2. How many friends have you got since April?

3. When you were a little child, what did want to be in the
future?
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Table 7

How to get friends.

The best friend among them.

Difference between a friend and a best fiiend.
What to do with friends.

Table 8

Hello everyone, I'm ~, the host / hostess of this talk show.
Today’s guest is ~. He / She is a ~. Let’s ask many questions
about his / her job.

Hi ~. Thank you for joining us today.

First of all, you are a ~, when, and why did you decide to
become ~?

Did you work / study hard to get your job? What did you
need to do?

‘What is the most interesting point about your job?

‘When do you feel the worst in your job?

I think in your job, you have to ~ very hard. Do you do that?

Have you ever thought of quitting your job?

Why?

Please give advice to young people. If they want to become

~, what do they need to do?

Thank you ~ for joining us today.
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1. You said that ~, does this mean ~?
2. Your story about ~ was really interesting, could

you tell me more about that?
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