RB L3655 P A Al B 52 5(2018)

Hb B %
ﬁ /I?'\

VI_‘7 O) |— \ZE‘ZJ wlu\k%OD%ﬁﬁ%E/\j

i

V- R S

Scheler's concept of "sympathy" and its religious-philosophical background

KITO Yoko

This study aims to clarify the influence of religious thought in Scheler's concept of
"sympathy." Given his study of ethics, although Scheler adopts a phenomenological
approach, he uses metaphysical explanation in most of his "sympathy" thoughts when
considering the relationship of each personality and its origin. Because the occurrence of
co-emotions such as "sympathy" cannot be explained by empirical, accidental, and
mechanical relationships, Scheler requests a "Creator" who had commonly created all
persons who have sensibility (Gemeingefiithl)." Based on this, Scheler's
"sympathy" concept is built on theism, and the characteristic of Scheler's "Catholic period
(1912-1921)," which is the second phase of his thoughts, can be clearly seen in his
“sympathy." According to Scheler, "sympathy" " Moreover, "value" is
found by the action of "love," and "love" is defined as a movement to find "value." Scheler
notes that "sympathy" and "love" are combined with the concept of "value"—a
characteristic point that has been continuously questioned in philosophy and ethics. The
influence of Christian thought can also be confirmed in "love" and "value" associated with
this "sympathy" concept. Therefore, Scheler's "sympathy" concept is combined with
religious thought both in terms of its methodology and of the concept of "love" and "value"
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