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From Personal to Political: The Relationship
between Empathy and Social Justice in Michael Slote

KITO Yoko

Michael Slote is a philosopher who bases his work on the ethics of empathic care and
considers that the ethics of caring and empathy are also effective in realizing social
justice. Slote considers justice in the laws, institutions, and practices of society as the
analogy for ethics among individuals. Furthermore, Slote rejects the position that the
ethics of care is not compatible with considering justice, and he claims that the ethics of

care creates its own concept of justice.

This article explores the notion of social justice starting from an individual's empathy.
How does empathic social justice build its own notion of justice? I will discuss the
plausibility and limitations of Slote’s theory of justice based on empathy.
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