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Some Poems of Henry David Thoreau

Makoto ROKUGAWA

The general evaluation of Henry David Thoreau in American literature is that he
is a transcendentalist, a natural philosopher, and one of the distinguished prose writers.
As a matter of fact, many of his prose sentences sound like poetry. Consequently, it is
possible to say that Thoreau is a poetic writer.

Thoreau’s primary concern at the commencement of his career as a writer was the
study of the metaphysical poets such as George Herbert and Henry Vaughan and the
creation of his own poetry, one example of which is “Sic Vita.” The peak of his poetic
imagination was around 1841, even though his best poems called “Orphics” were created
in 1843. After the peak, his position as a writer gradually changed from poetry to prose.

Thoreau created more than two hundred poems in his youth. During his life, his
poems were never ignored, nor always esteemed. However, by the turn of the century,
in inverse proportion to his fame as an author of Walden, Thoreau the poet was
forgotten and since then scant attention has been paid to his poems.

The purpose of this paper is to make a choice of some of Thoreau's noteworthy
poems, to translate them into Japanese, and to disclose their poetic excellence.

TAY A e MRV AORENBER E L THILh 588 FEHE Henry David  Tho-
reau (12 July 1817—6 May 1862) ¥, —HOBBRIEFTAXEHIEL TEREBEOE—B%
B Uiz, 8D Journal (X18374E10H228 5 51861FE118 3 H ¥ COLEERES LD TH
A8, 1838FEn HIB4IFEHILE » CIXEIEOFF PRI TRt » T, HEvm
— B KREHERBR AR L T e e MERHTE - T 5,

Ve —OFIT20RAREE b, 1~Y%x—va vRESHTIBECHoT, ULh
L, IS4IFKEZTER E L TR 22 A2 50, IBR2ENLISBEAFENIFFL S A,
BHERARTRERI- S5 TWw., Vv —0FF 23 T\ Ralph Waldo Emerson %5
iR Sarah Margaret Fuller & o AIBER D ERTH 5, & Walter Harding 1338~ T
WA,y v — 218504 H1862FE D12, 25DFF R BT X en®, 4ET20081
LOFRREZH LY v —13, TD0%EISEMNIZ, BETHIE Z0REAEE0R
RZBWEL Y, ZDRY » —B3FA»LESHER~DOEEH L, “Natural History of
Massachusetts” (1842), “A Walk to Wachusett” (1843), “A Winter Walk” (1843) % %%
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L, 1845%E1CiZ A Week iw & b b, 18464E 2 HATE I 23V CXIRIT D Walden D 55—
Badbds, £U T, HFHBCCER &L COEE Walden (1854) #5EE X835, ,
ER/NL, Ve —OFNTBRREHIND Z ikt o, Walden DfERE L COZE
DEEBEORT, FAY » —XEh bR TV >, 189541 Sanborn & Salt »% Poems
of Nature RATE &, 9DFENND BRI TE O, 1943512 Carl Bode i Col-
lected Poems of Henry Thorean % HRR L1985 XN D7z, 19644E D Enlarged Edition ¢
i3, 13OENEMS R, 210D Eh, ¥ v - ORHEOEARLKoTW5, 0N
ERRARETH B 0IL, $FHES Carl Bode 23, FoflEE V5> X b b, FHElb OERHEO

HELEDT, Ve —0HOTFFA OFRIEEREBWIHBTH S,
ARBOEEE, Orphics IZUDETH WL OhDEY L b ki, HBREHLR, ZFEPM
ZBTEELDHD,

1

Ve —DOFRRETLHEE, BAXET, HoFEY B LI LENDS, KX
poetry ® poet &\ 5 Z & X%, BEOHESTR L TWiEWLWLLTH S, HRE SO RY
FRERTTHL—BILEEDBEWI T LR Lo, Journa RERKROPCESYHE
LT3, 1838%EfE®d “The Cliffs and Springs” % “The Bluebirds” 4 % &, mHEE
RIZBLEAEERLT, (VAL L= 2 VOBEEHT0RH T, MEOBEL X
LCEHELZYLCWB L5 Bbhs, Lo b, 18407 H 1 H®D Journal ¢3Ciz,
“There is always a poem not printed on paper:---” &=, 18414 8 H28H ® Journal ¢
i3“True verses are not counted on the poet’s fingers, but on his heart-strings.” &3R_~7-
& & My life has been the poem I would have writ, But I could not both live and live to
utter it. £\ 5 2{TEAEXEZARTVS, FRRIXFETHEIAEWI LI DD LBRD L X,
WILEEOFOEWALREE L T\ L,

Z D Journal DECRIE, A Week (1849) @ “Friday” OEIHALAEh, “The true
poem is not that which the public read. There is always a poem not printed on paper,
coincident with the production of this, stereotyped in the poet’s life. It is what he has
become through his work.”®& 72 h, poem & \~5 & &S 2 IR ORI e S h b,
HAVEDOEWEL R L2BELTED X HCEE s, ThHEFTHD, LWVW50TH5.
Bicd - T, XFTRHELELZELD L, AEXFNRCEED Z EXREBABEEHELOTH S,
CDESY, LOFIHOXETT, BEL TRD couplet TLHL K D TH5, Zoxt
4]0 manuscript (REECUT MS &8<) 13, Middlebury College © Starr Library &
Harvard University @ Houghton Library 2 FfEL T\ 5,

My life has been the poem I would have writ,
But I could not both live and utter it. (CP. 85)™

FOANERFNEZ 5L Lc—BORTH- 1,
Ens, &x BT EMR—IRT, Ai&%u%vtwa EDTE fedno 72,
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Thiz, B0V e —DEATHS, BOREOFHERKEHRTEY, SHALLTREKT
Bote, EVWIDTHS, ZDF——<it, “I am the Autumnal Sun” (CP. 80) %, %Iz
L %“ Sic Vita” (“I am a parcel of vain strivings tied”) (CP. 81) ¢4, %7, “The Poet’s
Delay” (CP. 78)) T3 Hizh T3,

2

v r — 2%, Simonidian Poems {2 Orphics &I 3% 4 205N B 5. “Smoke”
(“Light-winged Smoke, Icarian bird”), “Mist” (“Low-anchored cloud™), “Haze” (“Woof
of the sun, ethereal gauze™), “Fog” (“Dull-water spirit—and Protean god”) 2 %FhTH
5, LoXhELD, BEEEBFEOFOPTE, REOFLIV 273530 THS, V-
—IIHEOFEREOEX R IRAE LD TH B, ¥V v ORPIOEXRUHFA
Simonides DIHE THEGEIZM TV B, EFELALDR=<A VY TH-R, Fi, AT
VADY RARESE LS HELB LA RFARD Z DL, ¥ v +£E5i0 Orpheus
FRDOBITT L E D &% 27 Ethel Seybold 1%, The Dial = RFE XKD “Orphics” &
WHBEFHAVWTIOY v —DOFERHE L TW5BY,

Fet, “Mist” (“Low-anchored cloud”) »HARETT%, = DEFIE A Week © “Tuesday”
DERIB LR TS, 143E 4 HORIETH Y, ThEhRir-7MS% Henry E.
Huntington Library, San Marino, California ; Alderman Library, University of Virginia,
Charlottesville ; Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, New York 23EfE LT\ 542, v
B —DFRERTH D, BXOPRBIFARLRLEF T E RV, S5 HTARE S, HE
i, FiHlh CRPEEOCE D0 H DA, ORI LIMiEY i T3 &g,
ML BERICREE L, TOBXXAFHOHARLE L TWAH Z ENE, ZTOFFIE LT,
“Mist” OERTONZIBTS. “We passed a canal boat before sunrise, groping its way to
the seaboard, and though we could not see it on account of the fog, *«-- The fog, as it
required more skill in the steering, enhanced the interest of our early voyage, ---- A
slight mist, through which objects are faintly. visible, has the effect of expanding even
ordinary streams, by a singular mirage, into arms of the sea or inland lakes. «+«-"9Z
O “mist” RO~ EFRTL,

Low-anchored cloud,

Newfoundland air,

Fountain-head and source of rivers,
Dew-cloth, dream drapery,

And napkin spread by fays;

Drifting meadow of the air,

Where bloom the daisied banks and violets,
And in whose fenny labyrinth

The bittern booms and heron wades ;
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Spirit of lakes and seas and rivers,
Bear only perfumes and the scent
Of healing herbs to just men’s fields! (CP. 56)
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A 2 —CoRELE LY v —12, “mist” ORERMEY 117215 91T% Chilh,
41 A—oFBEBRTWL, BEE0E TR DTy, FAOLECHRYZ DD 5,
mist, fog, haze {FDIFLEM I, BEYLEE LI hb A 2 - &5 &EH TR, Thbd
BEENSRERIBOMA~NLHEER 1 HTHS S, dream drapery & %»napkin
spread by fays XERLIJENRIATHD. BRBRCHITXEZART D X 2D B5FHE, “Or-
phics” B L TV 5B, ZTdD “Mist” ERELILIcA 2 — 2 DFFH “Fog” (“Dull water spirit
—and Protean god”) TH 5.

Dull water spirit—and Protean god
Descended cloud fast anchored to the earth
That drawest too much air for shallow coasts
Thou ocean branch that flowest to the sun
Incence of earth, perfumed with flowers—
Spirit of lakes and rivers, seas and rills

Come to revisit now thy native scenes

Night thoughts of earth—dream drapery

Dew cloth and fairy napkin

Thou wind-blown meadow of the air. (CP. 150)

BEXoos W KOBEE— v F v AD X 5
B e ZdRME S Dl hi- &
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= DD MS (2 Henry E. Huntington Library 2387+ 5. AEEH H 218434 4 H11
BEXhtuwic®, UL, 18435 1 H16H D Journal wE—DEER A » T 599, L3
T, 1AofEEE2ZbR D, L, “Mist” & “Fog” hsHFoZ KT L.
dream drapery & Dew cloth (3£ < [E—TC& b, napkin spread by fays & fairy napkin %
L C perfumes and the scent & incense of earth, perfumed with flowers ® £ 2 — < DI
., iz, cloud, air, lakes, seas, rivers, Spirit &\~ 5 [A—EE0HEHIVEL L 2-FHHSHS
2ERT 5, “Mist” 1% “Fog” ORBTIiIhVvon, EBELLIS, “Fog”’ T, drawest,
Thou, flowest, thy & W HEEO L OHBALEZ N, ZOFOBFTREERRYS 2 TW5DIL
HETHS,

“Haze” (“Woof of the sun, ethereal gauze”) %, “Orphics II” & LT, “Orphics I” @
“Smoke” &Ftiz, 18434 4 Hiz The Dial wHREht, DL ¥, “Haze” /X New York
Tribune TE\WFHIi % 27209, “Mist”E[F L <, A Week ® “Tuesday” DERINDHIT
W5, “Mist” OBALKRETHS X 51K, “Haze” DEROX HFYITH 5. “The haze,
the sun’s dust of travel, had a lethean influence on the land and its inhabitants, and all
creatures, resigned themselves to float upon the inappreciable tides of nature.”®” (TF##

HREE)

Woof of the sun, ethereal gauze,

Woven of Nature’s richest stuffs.

Visible heat, air-water, and dry sea,

Last conquest of the eye;

Toil of the day displayed, sun-dust,

Aerial surf upon the shores of earth,
Ethereal estuary, frith of light,

Breakers of air, billows of heat,

Fine summer spray on inland seas;

Bird of the sun, transparent-winged

Owlet of noon, soft-pinioned,

From heath or stubble rising without song ;
Establish thy serenity o’er the fields. (CP. 59.)
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BARADEEROFEM THEOh
KBOESR, H-b, '

HeR 258, EXOK, &Ltﬁ_
HELETRT2TD LB 2o, .
ZOHOHENBELENRS  KBOBb b,
KOBAIL I RHER[DO L 5> TELEE,
REomO, Yo AL
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HEED Iz 227 B il 2 T B O 7K IE,

- ERLLE0 KB '
BELM: HBO77rmv X,
FEPNERR S Wb iniLb LAy,
Bl oLk dibLTh,

Vom =i, ﬁl‘oﬁxﬁ?tr air, water £\ 5 & &ki?ﬁh’CEEﬂL'f A—THHHERT
{. Haze i visible heat ‘C air-water Cdry sea 72 &3, 5. Z ORI IIIEE REND
BHCEbRBY, ThERABEORRTELBNLTHY, HAOBMOHRATRIZDL
A VALY —vavEZ50ThHs, Ve —itHaze BTl & 2T, “serenity”* %
CRB LTS RERCEF S, REPWCTHRWEARACEWEEY 2z oL, v e -2,
F VU o % OFFA Orpheus 22 BEAR S DD TH B,

3

v r —DIIE A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers (1849) DBEIL 3 DD&F
CHibR TV B, (FROTDLTFTHS L, TOFMERORMAERE DD, LEXD
ha, &7, coffmoffFodRiciithicdhdiebisy,

v v — 3 John & 2 O AEL AT, 18394 8 A31H D&, Assabet JI & Sud-
bury NI 3& 8 L Concord JIl & 72 B35 A% Sudbury Il 24 L Lo el a b, 2 AixF
BEDOMTRADORZES D, RFCEEhTHEFELL, =2 v 2 — Fll2b Merrimack JI[iz
Ab, New Hampshire Ji{®> Hooksett ~ kb, Ebizfo =2 v 2 — ¥ F CEPF T &,
Z Z B EHET Plymouth ~H{C, The White Mountains ® £ &% Mount Washington @
FEZRI L, HELDIOHETH -, B0 2 v a - FN~f-7c0il9 HAI3HTH
- 1-,(19) e
muﬁlﬁua,ﬁﬁoﬂJmnmm%ﬂf%%Lt ZDEDK, Vv -3~ 0ER
DEOERM LB\ oo, 18454E7 H 4 H, Walden HFETD 24 2 » B oMBEEIF kb 72
HEO 120, Zo#EB0ECRERD -, 2BMONKS 1 EMoRTIHICE LD bh,
184951 A Week & LCHIlR I huie,

BAlOFF “Where'er thou sail’st who sailed with me” 1%, 18424 1 BRI 8125 -
7o LTh, 182FE0KUESCEZRTHA 5. ]ournal CENNIOBREDETH 5,
MS i3 Pierpont Morgan Library 2 &3 5.
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Where’er thou sail’st who sailed with me,

Though now thou climbest loftier mounts,
And fairer rivers dost ascend,

Be thou my Muse, my Brother—. (CP. 29)

REFREZBLLBIX WTIERTIHIENDHA,
BESEExIcED, '
ELENZS1rDERED,

Mk, ROt itz —.

CORRTEREES, foT, A Week RRCEFHETHB & & ¥FERT 5. Muse
EAXFETH D HICETEHD LR TV, Brother S AXFETHH ¥ 7 —D.LDOFICIFEET
ZEBHRTHE, REOTIRY LitoTwh, FyvaRAL K- (ESHEEILYHEY
. .

2 ZBo& “I am bound, I am bound, for a distant shore” I#BHEHE v » — 2B XE
DIZLTWT, A Week BWEBEROHETHHZ L XFIRT B, T OFHX18454F 3 AL
DEEX B n, MS i3, Pierpont Morgan Library 233 5.

I am bound, I am bound, for a distant shore,

By a lonely isle, by a far Azore,

There it is, there it is, the treasure I seek,

On the barren sands of a desolate creek. (CP. 30)

Ri3TL, BT, B A ORI,
MWiie 58, R50hEE7VVRE,
holiz ol RoORDBEN,
bUOLE/NID FEOWMO ki,

B 0% “I sailed up a river with a pleasant wind” CHUORAOBREN S bh b, &
FIEfiz, 5% John Z#53+ THOU w#oBe s dEAR-TEX T, 7TITHRBEERE Y » —
DE 5 “everlasting Something” ¥ KRT 5.

I sailed up a river with a pleasant wind,

New lands, new people, and new thoughts to find;
Many fair reaches and headlahds appeared,

And many dangers were there to be feared ;

But when I remember where I have been,

And the fair landscapes that I have seen,
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THOU seemest the only permanent shore,
The cape never rounded, nor wandered o’er. (CP. 31)

HLE i, Az, ExrRHAE,

DX AR 50T, ftkkeD,
EBHDEL X AL LIFNE DA,

R SRERO $holok,

o+, FCoXLXESEY

WE  DIREGETE

AKHCELLREIZE BOE,

iz IFREDY WoLERXTA 2D mnbidb,

4

=yt4 “A Winter Walk” i, 22005 HAZTh T35, £0 194, “When
Winter fringes every bough” Th 5. ZOFf0AIL “Fair-Haven” &5 24 + LT,
18384E12H15H @ Journal e A - T3, vy v — k0w 1 I AND L,
10 EFROFRE XD, 1EOBEBD 1ELHIRL, 108E L, MS i3, Pierpont Mor-
gan Library & Starr Library 2Fi$ 5.

“A Winter Walk” 13, 1843 D%, v v —i=< R v DF T Staten Island B{ED Wil-
liam Emerson O PO REHMB AR CHETCHE L h, AEVH =A<~V D
W IeD The Dial ek hic, ==AViE, ZO200HOHREERLIL LW,
BT h i EFRE L T Wi WEE L DA 5 b,

“A Winter Walk” 1z, “Winter” &5 5B2319[E, “summer” &\ 3 EEH26[E{EHIH N T
Wh, KBELRB—HT, EARTESh, LEERZOFROHEEDRLE TS, &
DEBE T DY E, HEBXOBETRL IR <. 5 1:#o the leaves beneath i
BRI Y&V, 35 Cthe summer still is nigh, %5 4 5 ¢ The snow in summer’s
canopy, &5 53C The north wind sighs a summer breeze L ED 1 £ — S MNE - T <,
5 758C The restless ice doth crack EHED A £ — BT, B 8B THRADENRTET
bhsa, &L, BRE 1 D& - AR, ELEOHL WA 2 —o%HAVT, BR
DREZERLET20THS, BRLOG—ZEBELLEBEERE Y v - td 3,
RO Z 2/ B,

EDRE b AT &N CobtB2LETE5 L
 EOEFRIEHRTHRED ZRBD BRI T
T 5bbhis KEDEUOED %

WROHA LT 5 & ¥, JERASEA TS 5.
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EBROTED D Dkt Hotwrkstce HEC
TEZEERR DB ARG

BTETE famn MoK fen L ithES
HROMEYML 5L X, HE22AS K BB O T,
Bok HREGECKEDDT EIR —BANERAS
Tl ¥35T EhehriHbREEN 0L
HEOHFT HORUCHFhTa HANEATRKRE R Ieh
DX < RO ZHIEI BN, T0EY RT3 TEn,
LL BRr FHrF1 - Ik BvokEibbh
RRT kTR & KoBre FET?

B2 ENELIEo FichBFEE kbEbre
BoXRE, HEUolir Bilo TELM L,

ELETEN LR BHARLED rho are i

BH b FSLEXRER Dh BIFOFHRE —OBEFE-
R HEofArREZE FoNER
Hx3THE Picicd  (Bofi~) BONLLADTHLLEEN EXb3,
CP, 1
5

Va—DERIEL, ¥ ev—»3 “the best-natured man I ever met”?9 : A7 Amos
Bronson Alcott 12, “Sic Vita” %ML, = hid, 1839FEEHE tO vV v —DFRDOH T,
BARILI-BLLTFTH S, Sicd Vita 3 77 vET, FhFh “thus, in this way” &
“a life, course of life, way of life” #EWT 555, “Sic Vita” iX TALXz 0k 570
LRINT5, 18414E T H The Dial wwigifixh, A Week O&E “Friday” DIl
b fe, MS X Houghton Library R 3 5, A Week D £ IER] b ®» MS (% Starr
Library O CH 5. BRI, I<ADRZOBFYHETHZ L LT 5,

“Sic Vita” %, BMLEA, BT, BEEBTH Y »OFATH H - George Her-
bert(1593-1633) DFFE LRI T\ 5 L DML, FOHFRC L > ThhIh TEL,
Mark Van Doren %, Herbert ®&f “Employment” & “Daniel” & #fI751L, “Sic Vita” &
DO ZIERE L 7299, Carl Bode i Herbert ®“The Flower” & Dl # 51 X?", Welch
Donovan i “Sic Vita” & “The Flower” # & U CHEUMEA2E U1=?®, F. O Matthiessen
X Herbert & D3 F Henry Vaughan (1622-1695) & oI % IEHE L 7299, Henry
Seidel Canby % Henry W. Wells %ﬁﬁf&%ﬁ%@%bfb%.‘”) Fx b, “Sic Vita” izi3,
Ve —-DFFELTRELL, BERRFELWERZD S Z i<,

v om =i, YEEERHITL WD A 2 —o2FAWT, Bl Mok, Bk
“I am a parcel of vain strivings” ¢ EET5. ZOEEE, Zchh, BEHENINTH
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D, (V49 ] OOBLDEED->TWB, b, HEIRREEE LTS, 20D
Lo x 277y - XEIZGKRL T, EEZES %, “A bunch of violets without their
roots” THH, “A nosegay which Time clutched from out Those fair Elysian fields” 75
D7, LB, Ve -OEMIRARIPBRIOA TS, LERTEL20TRDHLE VA,
B0 28, “I was not plucked for naught” & E\vIb “by another year, -+ More
fruits and fairer flowers Will bear” & EREL TXAB DN, ZMFE E L TULRERTDH
b, “I am a parcel of vain strivings tied By a chance bond together,” 7D CH 5.

&, “Sic Vita” OAWFER KoV TIR2 3B ), 12II8TEL L, MuzlsdlEe T3,
HI#, F. B. Sanborn OFERICESWCUEIIER A b HBYAL TE 1D 0 TH B, FA
DT ETREDHBAH, 183745 B¥I4, ¥ = —24 Harvard College #2332 1~ 2 BT,
KENPSHEHBBELTCWIFOZ L Thote, =< AV DE 2K A Lidian D fiii Mrs.
Lucy Jackson Brown 43, R T\ 7cD T, Yk, BEFEHED 2 A0FHtvo
nT, Ve —ORBORCTHEL I, ZT0LE, Ve —HEIZORCEATED, T
ZNDEZTEHR 1L THhbTED, 5 “Sic Vita” #Z 2T, £ORADOHEOER M
BIFARE, EWOHEATHS. ZOFER, HLOEEFERPHIRC I > ThBRLATE
7‘:(32).

Kenneth Walter Cameron 21) ZOBi%E > TWB, {HL, Sanborn ®i% < HEL Tk
Wi, 1837FHF, ~—V 7 — FREOXEHEE HARVARDANA =“Sic Vita”" g X
NINE L - T-BHELD %, & HELTW5B69,

18414E3i % 3BT 5 D3, Elizabeth Hall Witherell T %, %t Cameron ST K3
%, HARVERDIANA =i & hiz “Sic Vita” OEFORESE N oy, EFHET S, T,
bLIANY r—DfERIEE LTS, Fhit “Sic Vita” Tixic<, “Life is a Summer
Day” T 5 uJEEMEM R, EEFET B, /s d, “Life is a Summer Day” o MS o |
2, S53°Sic Vita L FH &, Ve -RERZHLTWENDLTHS, LEL%. Perry Miller
DR Ut Consciousness in Concord icit, “Sic Vita” — in the Dial. Saturday Jan. 16th
1841. (XN TWBLEFTH B, “Sic Vita” 2 The Dial wiBE S hicnid, 18414
TH1HTCh-. ¥V u—2% “Sic Vita” 2B o, 18411 HI6H»bRETHE T
DOEIThs, EHDHI840FED b DI T 5, Witherell 13% 5 FiET 569,

VB —DOREOARFL, FEARZ LIXREE, REXHECL, BROEGRNER L&t
Db, FolbEBZ Licl, BBERHRICY - TH £ — ok xe, HEEERRIF
HEDRITE Sy, OB TRE5EHS, “Orphics” 12, TDRTEK
Btdsrn fhtd, Walden ® “House Warming” O E iz % = ¥ 11 7= “Smoke”
(“Light-winged Smoke, Icarian bird”) 23R & OH¥E % Ch5 5, T, “The Summer's
Rain”, “The Fisher’s Son”, “Thaw” &3 85T L icithidicbises,

s
E
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