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A Study of Teaching Engiish for Specific Purposes at a
College Qf Technology

Shiro Ozawa

Some aspects of Teaching English for Specific Purposes, especially English for
Science and Technology were examined in order to improve English Education at a
College of Technology.

First, a survey of the reading classes was carried out in which research papers in
English are used as a discussion material by professors of specialized courses. Second,
some difficulties are discussed in teaching English for Science and Technology by a
teacher of English who has virtually no knowledge of its background. Lastly, character-

istics of an ideal material was examined for teaching EST to the students of Science and
Technology major.

From the survey and the discussion, the importance of teaching reading comprehen-
sion and vocabulary is revealed.
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Schools (especially technical secondary and trade schools)
Technical Colleges

Polytechnfcs and Universities—undergraduate level
Polytechnics and Universities—postgraduate level
Polytechnics and Universities—research and academic staff
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Specialized Institutions (technical translation, patents, research administration,
etc.)
2) subject matter

English for Science and Technology

Science Engineering and Technology

I |
I I | I I | I I
Earth  Life Physical Mechanical Electrical Civil Chemical Production

Science Science Science Engineering

|
I I |
Chemistry Physics Maths

3) activity-types

Reading and making notes on textbooks
Reading écientiﬁc articles

Following and taking notes on lectures
Carrying out and writing up experiments
Writing technical reports

Answering examination questions
Taking part in seminars and tutorials
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Using technical manuals and other instructional literature
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