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Recent U.S. Educational Trends and Its Tasks
—From A Comparative Study of Educational Situations in the U.S. and Japan—

Morimitsu NAKAMURA

Recently, the noticeable decline in economic competitiveness in the United States
has become a matter of great concern not only among people in leading positions, but
also among average citizens as well. Not a few of them attribute the decline to
unsatisfactory school performance. From all sides we hear calls for educational reform.
What is the actual situation? Is there such a significant difference between the educa-
tional systems of the U.S. and Japan, her main economic rival ? Can such differences
actually lead to economic failure ? Many comparative studies have been done, most of
them focussing on urban areas. But in order to extract a complete picture of American
education from concrete examples, it is necessary to consider education in rural areas
as well as in large cities. This article will compare the educational policies of the state
of Mississippi with those of Nagand Prefecture in Japan.
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WEIERE & LT, 4 $450%, B Lauderdale Tik$250% KL C\V-5, HEOEEA
Eotwiz, BEEKREEOFKE, in-service training OFEILIIFENICKRYIIL Z & TH 5 23,
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OESEEEYE 2 T b, Fitl, PEHRFREVCILEE ShHHEERIVShry
REDTERL T 2 En5, B LWHERE ZOFERIFILURThCE )
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Lo LIHEOSIE L, HEOMAIMEREEL, BRILE2BIBhbds, HFLL HE
HFHE=BEORE] LiebitvifiEd BB L HRML T Tdieb sy, REFR
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#HLEWEBESRFTEE 2 T S EEHEF O basic mEHDET T 5EHEETHD,
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haid b, BETIE, FETEREFECHERIEZEMEE 5300, KR hE Chl
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5 &, R effective education X b, community rights % minority cultural traditions
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T AMRER E, ZTOMHVWERETGEE], ThirieTsS5EEFhsBeY & bl
> BB ADKE - FEBAETOEBRCEM T Lh BB OBERR OBV 1LTOERL L
TRATL5DTH 5,
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Time, Of 1990 issues, Feb. 5, p.41, Mar. 26, p.28, Apr. 2, ‘Education, May 7, pp.40-41 May 21,
Education, June 4, Education, June 25, p.57, July 9, pp.32-36, July 16, pp.34-37, Oct.8,
pp.40-45, Nov.19, p.47, Dec.10, p.50, Dec.17, Education, Dec.24, pp.34-35,

Newsweek, Jan.7, 1991, pp.32-33

The Meridian Star, Of 1991 issues, Feb.21, pp.1-8E, Feb.25, p.5A, Mar.10, p.1D, pp.4-7A Mar.11,
p.1, 8A, Mar.12, p.1, pp.9A-10A, Mar.13, p.1, 10A, Mar.14, p.1, 10A, Mar.15, p.1, pp.
9A-10A, Mar.16, p.1, 13A

The Clarion Ledger, Of 1991 issues, Feb.26, p.4B, Mar.3, p.1, 2E, 5E, Apr.7, p.1, 10A
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Mainichi Daily News, Feb.14, 1991, p.1

——THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE COMMISSION ON SCHOOL ACCREDITATION :
POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND STANDARDS Tenth Edition Revised, Mississippi
Department of Education, 1989

————Fducation in Mississippi : The Future Is Now, Mississippi Department of Education,
1990

—TEACHER AND ADMINISTRATOR EDUCATION, CERTIFICATION, AND
DEVELOPMENT, Bureau of School Improvement, Mississippi State Department of
Education, May, 1990
——ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC EDUCA-
TION, Mississippi Department of Education Bureau of Management Information
Systems, Jan.2, 1991

—————Five-Year Plan for Educational Improvement 1990-1994, the State Board of Education
of Mississippi

————The Mississippi Education Reform Act-Five Years Later, A Report to the People of
Mississippt, Dr. Richard A. Boyd, State Superintendent of Education, Nov.1987

Merry White, The Japanese Educational Challenge, The Free press, 1987

William K. Cummings, Education and Equality in Japan, Princeton University Press, 1980
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