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A study on characteristic dramaturgy in The Winter’s Tale

—Focusing on new ways in drama—

YAMAZAKI Ken’ichi

There are various types of dramaturgy in Shakespeare’s plays. The playwright always seeks the best

way to produce what he wants to express on the stage. The main purpose of this paper is to make clear

some unique types of dramaturgy applied in The Winters Tale. In order to make the final scene of

Hermione effective and moving, Shakespeare keeps guiding the audience’s response throughout the play.

In some scenes, he draws our attention to the outward appearance of the characters, rather than the

words spoken by them. And especially in the later section of the play, we are indirectly urged to believe

unreal as real by the onstage audience. Nearly at the end of his career, he still tries to devise some new

dramatic ways.
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[Asidel Too hot, too hot!
To mingle friendship far is mingling bloods,
I have tremor cordis on me: my heart dances,
But not for joy, not joy. This entertainment
May a free face put on: derive a liberty
From heartiness, from bounty, fertile bosom,
And well become the agent; ‘t may, I grant.
(Lii. 107-12)
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CAMILLO You had much ado to make his anchor hold:
When you cast out, it still came home.
LEONTES

it?

Didst note

CAMILLO He would not stay at your petitions; made
His business more material.
LEONTES
(Lii. 210-13)

Didst perceive it?
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Ha’ not you seen, Camillo

(But that’s past doubt — you have, or your eye-glass
Is thicker than a cuckold’s horn) or heard

(For to a vision so apparent, rumor

Cannot be mute) or thought (for cogitation

Resides not in that man that does not think)

My wife is slippery?...

(Lii. 264-270)
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Or thou wert born a fool. Camillo’s flight
Added to their familiarity —

Which was as gross as ever touched conjecture,
That lacked sight only, naught for approbation
But only seeing, all other circumstances

Made up to'th’deed...

(ILi. 174-79)
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Bear the boy hence; he shall not come about her.

Away with him, [Mamillius is led oufl and let her sport
herself

With that she’s big with, [0 Hermione] for *tis Polixenes
Has made thee swell thus.

(I1i. 59-62)
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HERMIONE  Sir,
You speak a language that I understand not.
My life stands in the level of your dreams,
Which I'll lay down.
LEONTES
You had a bastard by Polixenes,
And I but dreamed it!...
(IILii.77-82)

Your actions are my dreams.
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... I do believe
Hermione hath suffered death, and that
Apollo would, this being indeed the issue
Of King Polixenes, it should here be laid,
Either for life or death, upon the earth
Of its right father. ...
(IILiii. 40-45)
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I have served Prince Florizel and in my time wore three piles,
but now I am out of service.

(IViii. 13-14)
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... Each your doing,

So singular in each particular,
Crowns what you are doing in the present deeds,
That all your acts are queens.

(IViv. 143-46)
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O Doricles,
Your praises are too large. But what your youth
And the true blood which peeps fairly through’t
Do plainly give you out an unstained shepherd,
With wisdom I might fear, my Doricles,
You wooed me the false way.

(IViv. 146-51)
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He tells her something
That makes her blood look on’t—good sooth, she is
The queen of curds and cream.

IViv. 159-61)
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... this dream of mine
Being now awake, I'll queen it no inch farther,
But milk my ewes and weep.

(IV.iv. 428-30)
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Pray now, buy some. I love a ballad in print alife, for then we
are sure they are true.

(IViv. 249-50)
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Whether it like me or no, I am a courtier. Seest thou not

the air of the court in these enfoldings? Hath not my gait in it
the

measure of the court? Receives not thy nose court-odour from
me?...

(IViv. 696-99)
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CLOWN Give me thy hand. I will swear to the Prince thou art as
honest a true fellow as any is in Bohemia.

SHEPHERD You may say it, but not swear it.

CLOWN Not swear it, now I am a gentleman? Let boots and

franklins
say it, 'l swear it.

SHEPHERD How if it be false, son?

CLOWN If it be n€’er so false, a true gentleman may swear it in the
behalf of his friend. And I'll swear to the Prince thou art a tall
fellow of thy hands, and that thou wilt not be drunk; but I know
thou are no tall fellow of thy hands, and that thou wilt be drunk;
but I'll swear it, and I would thou wouldst be a tall fellow of thy
hands.

(Vii.134-145)
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That he is living,
Were it but told you, should be hooted at
Like an old tale; but it appears she lives,
Though yet she speak not....
(Viii. 115-18)
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